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This memorandum modifies the information in Section 27-2.07 of the BDE
Manual. The changes addressed in this memorandum will be incorporated in
the Manual in a future update.

Background

Section 27-2.07 of the BDE Manual currently recognizes that, in accordance
with American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) standards, property
audits for special waste/regulated substance contamination should only be
considered valid for a period of six months.

Departmental Policy D&E-11 on “Identifying and Responding to Regulated
Substances in Highway Project Development” provides that due care must be
taken to ensure that the risks and liabilities posed by special waste/regulated
substance contamination are appropriately recognized and considered in
project decisions. To meet the intent of D&E-11, the results of prior
examinations of the project area for special wastes/regulated substances
should be validated prior to proceeding with key project decisions if more than
six months have elapsed since the examinations were completed. The
procedures in this memorandum provide guidance on the decision points and
time frames for reevaluating and/or reinitiating project examinations for special
waste/regulated substance contamination.

Applicability

The procedures in this memorandum are applicable to all State highway
projects.

Procedures

If more than six months have elapsed since the last examination of a project for
special waste/regulated substance contamination [i.e., District screening/sign-
off or preliminary environmental site assessment (PESA)], the District must
validate the examination results before proceeding with arrangements for




